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[bookmark: _GoBack]	According to Phil Bartle, “Community is a construct, a model. We cannot see a community, we cannot touch it, and we cannot directly experience it. Like the words ‘hill’ or snowflake,’ a community may come in one many shapes, and sizes, colors and locations, no two of which are alike.”  
	Seedfolks really represented this definition of community. At the end of Seedfolks Paul Fleischman talks about why and how he can up with the story and on the very last page he says, “Television, I’m afraid, has isolated us more than race, class, or ethnicity. “ I never really thought about how Television might change the way we think about community. In shows like Big Bang Theory, or Friends, they don’t really communicate with other people outside of their comfort zone. They would talk to their friends, and a couple people from their work. 
Fleischman goes on to say, “Community gardens are places where people rediscover not only generosity, but the pleasure of coming together. I salute all those who give their time and talents to rebuilding that sense of belonging.” He paints this picture very clearly throughout this book; by the way the characters feel about their garden, and their sense of togetherness.
 One of the characters, Florence, did not even participate in the garden, but she still felt like she was a part of the community. “Being retired, it’s harder. So I try to take a walk every day, which is how I found the garden to begin with. I’d always stop there, to see what was new. I was just a watcher, but I was proud of the garden, as if it were mine. Proud and protective.” Later in her story she talks about why she thought the garden was a “wonderful change” for the community. “It had been a wonderful change to see people making something for themselves instead of waiting for welfare check. To see a part of the neighborhood looking better every day, and to smell those good smells of growing plants.”
Bartle later describes institutional dimension of community as “the social or institutional dimension of community composed of the ways people act, interact, between each other, react, and expect each other to act and interact. It includes such institutions as marriage or friendship, roles such as mother, or police officer, status or class, and other patterns of human behavior. “ The people in this story probably did not realize that they had as many connections to each other as they did. Once the people got the garden going, they started interacting to each other and started learning more about the person, and that is when they started feeling like part of a community. 
There is one man in the story, Sam, who was really interested in the garden, and even, had a little spot of his own, but he noticed the problems of the garden. The lack of water nearby, the trash still being left there still, and the homeless man, that used to sleep on the couch in the dump that was there before the garden. Then people started putting up chicken wire, gates with padlocks, board fences, and “KEEP OUT” sign, and eventually barbed wire. Sam felt like this made the garden less like a community. I really liked the way he put how he felt the garden was becoming less like a community. “ God, who made Eden, also wrecked the Tower of Babel, by dividing people. From paradise, the garden was turning back into Cleveland. 
Seedfolks was a really interesting way to think about how a community can be started. Fleischman did a good job and showing everyone’s stories and how each was affected by the garden and how much it meant to not only the people involved in the garden, but also the people who were affected by the garden. The concept of community has a different meaning to me now. Before when I would hear the word community, I would think of my hometown, but now I think of my friends, my dorms house, and all the girls in my bible study. We are all a part of a community, whether it be a town, or a group we are involved in, or just our friends. They are all people we share a part of our lives with, and even if they do not know our whole life story, they become part of our community, and people that we have a connection with; our life. 
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